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Preface 
 

In 2010 Asian Institute for Human Rights (AIHR) co-organized the 1st Human Rights 
Study Session in Bangladesh. The study session was attended by activists from civil society 
organizations working on different issues in Bangladesh and graduate and post-graduate 
students from different universities. At the end of the study session the participants 
requested for capacity building workshops focusing on economic social cultural rights. In 
response to this need, AIHR and Ain o Salish Kendra (ASK), organized a consultation in 
February 2011 with civil society groups working on economic social cultural (ESC) rights 
issues in Bangladesh. The objective of the consultation was to have a discussion on the 
nature of ESC rights work in Bangladesh, the strategies adopted by the groups and the 
programs implemented by them. An assessment of the capacity building needs of the 
groups was also made.  

Based on the response of the different groups the present learning program on 
economic social cultural rights was designed. The learning program was divided in two 
parts: 1) a workshop to enhance understanding of the normative content of ESC rights and 
facilitate analysis of national policies pertaining to ESC rights from a rights perspective, and 
2) a conference to share strategies used by civil society groups for promoting and protecting 
ESC rights.  

The workshop on ESC rights was held from the 13th – 19th November 2011 at the 
BACE Training Center in Sonargaon, Narayanganj, Bangladesh. It was attended by fourteen 
participants from different civil society organizations in Bangladesh, government programs 
and the National Human Rights Commission of Bangladesh.  

It was an invigorating program in which the participants identified issues, reviewed 
concepts, norms and standards and applied them to their life and work experiences, 
analyzed national policies and undertook field work to assess the enjoyment of ESC rights. 
The design of the program encouraged as well as ensured the active engagement of the 
participants. The present document is a summary report of the workshop.  
 We thank Advocate Sultana Kamal for her inputs in planning and organizing the 
workshop. We acknowledge the Taiwan Foundation for Democracy for the financial support 
granted by them. We also acknowledge the Fredskorpset Exchange Program which created 
the opportunity for exploring the idea of organizing such a learning program in Bangladesh. 
And last, but not the least, we thank all the participants for their active participation in the 
program.  
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1 

Objectives  
The objectives of the workshop on economic social and cultural rights were to enable the 
participants to: 

 Identify the normative content of ESC rights, particularly the right to food, housing, 
education and health. 

 Indentify the existing laws, policies and programs pertaining to ESC rights in 
Bangladesh. 

 Apply the human rights framework to issues of ESC rights concern in Bangladesh. 

 Identify the violations of ESC rights. 

 Review different strategies for promoting and protecting ESC rights.  

 Identify existing mechanisms at national and international level for promoting and 
protecting ESC rights 

 Develop action plans for campaign/advocacy on ESC rights.  
 

 

Participants 
The workshop was attended by 15 participants. The participants were drawn from civil society 

organizations working on different issues, government programs and the national human 

rights commission.  
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Starting with Participants’ Perception of Issues 

 
After the introductory session, the participants reviewed a collection of newspaper clippings on 
slums in Bangladesh. Working in groups they identified the issues faced by the people living in 
the slum communities.  
 
The common issues identified were threats of eviction, eviction of slum dwellers without 
rehabilitation, health and sanitation problems faced by the residents especially women, 
children and elderly people, high rate of school drop outs in slums, insecurity of life and liberty, 
etc.  
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Reviewing the Fundamental Principles of Human Rights 

The participants presented their perceptions of the issues faced by the people living in slums. 
Next, they discussed the basic rights that human beings have in order to enable them to live a 
life of dignity and realize all their capabilities. The rights identified by the participants were 
divided into two categories of civil political rights and economic social cultural rights and there 
was a discussion on the interdependence of rights.  
 
Advocate Sultana Kamal, gave a talk on the basic principles of human rights, duties and 
responsibilities. The talk was followed by study circles on the basic principles of human rights. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

4 

Understanding Content of the Rights  
 
The objective of this session was to enable the participants understand the content and the 
scope of the ESC rights guaranteed in the Constitution and the international human rights 
treaties. The participants worked in groups and identified the different standards recognized 
under national and international human rights treaties and general comments with respect to 
right to food, education, health and housing.  
 
During the presentation of the group work, the participants not only presented the content of 
the rights, but also connected the different standards to their understanding and experience of 
issues related to food, education, health and housing in Bangladesh.  
 
The group work and presentation of the participants was followed by a discussion on the 
difference between the nature of fundamental rights and fundamental principles of state 
policy as guaranteed in the Constitution of Bangladesh and the issue of justiciability of ESC 
rights. There was also a presentation on the value added by international human rights law 
standards.  
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Reviewing the Nature of State Obligations  
 
The objective of the session was to enable the participants understand the nature of state 
obligations with respect to ESC rights. There were study circles on ‘State Obligations’ followed 
by sharing and discussion amongst all the participants in one group.  
 
After reviewing the nature of state obligations the participants worked in groups and analyzed 
case-studies to identify the specific nature of state obligations.  
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Reflecting on Development Theories and Schools of Thought 
 
The objective of the session was to facilitate reflection on the nature of development policies 
in Bangladesh from a political economy perspective. Prof. M. M. Akash gave a talk on the 
qualitative and quantitative understanding of development, the main theories of development 
including human development and discussed their characteristics.  
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Understanding the Notion of Indicators and Benchmarks 
 
The participants through study circles and discussions reviewed the different forms and 
categories of indicators and their role in assessing economic social cultural rights. There was 
also a discussion on the concept of benchmarks 
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Presenting the Policies Related to ESCR issues in Bangladesh 
 
Prior the workshop, participants with some experience of working on related issues were 
requested to prepare presentations on the national policies related to food, education, 
housing, heath, vulnerable children in need such as street children, indigenous groups in 
Bangladesh and women with economic insecurities. Each presentation made by the participant 
was followed by a discussion amongst the group.  
 
The session helped to enhance understanding about the existing national policies in 
Bangladesh.  
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Reviewing Basic Principles of Fact-Finding and Reporting 

The objective of this session was to reflect on the importance of fact finding and reporting in 
monitoring ESC rights and to review the basic principles of fact finding and reporting.  
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Fact-Finding Mission to Dhaulpur Slum Area, Presentation of 

Reports before Dr. Mizanur Rahman, Chairman, National Human 

Rights Commission, Bangladesh and Special Lecture by Dr. Rahman 

 

The objective of the field work was to give the participants a practical experience of ESCR 

work. The participants were divided into three groups and each group was assigned one right 

amongst the right to education, housing and health. The participants were required to find 

information related to the right to education, housing and health as enjoyed by the people 

living in the slum and present their findings in the form of a report.  

The participants presented their group reports before Dr. Mizanur Rahman, Chairman, 

National Human Rights Commission of Bangladesh. Dr. Rahman also gave a lecture on human 

rights work in Bangladesh and the need for the human rights community to focus on economic 

social cultural rights issues.  
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Understanding the Scope and Role of Human Rights 

Mechanisms at National and International Level  

 

The objective of the session was to familiarize the participants with mechanisms existing at the 

national and international level for promoting and protecting human rights. Mr. Sayeed 

Ahmed, National Human Rights Commission – Capacity Development Project conducted the 

session.  

This was the last substantive session of the workshop.  
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Evaluation, Action Plans and Follow up 
 

 

Evaluation 
At the end of the workshop the participants filled up an evaluation form. An oral evaluation 
was also held. The responses received from the written and oral evaluation have been 
summarised and presented as Annexure 1.  
 
 

Action Plans 
 Second fact-finding mission to Dhaulpur slum 

 The participants felt that they had not been able to gather full facts during their visit to 
the Dhaulpur slum since it had been scheduled on a holiday and many government and 
non-government offices were closed. Thus they agreed to organize a second fact-finding 
mission to the slum and collect additional facts. ASK agreed to coordinate amongst the 
participants and provide them with guidance. After collecting the facts they would revise 
their reports and share it with the organizers by the end of December 2011.  

 
 Plans at individual and Organizational levels 

 At the end of the workshop there was a discussion on how the participants could use the 
learnings from the workshop in strengthening their work. The responses of the 
participants were: 

 Share the learning with their colleagues and organization so that they could 

brainstorm together on how to integrate it in their work. 

 Integrate components of ESCR framework into their existing trainings, awareness 

raising, campaign and advocacy work. The organizations though working on 

related issues did not focus on the ESCR framework before.  

 Prepare education and awareness materials in local language on ESCR issues. 

 Integrate ESCR into the gender trainings done by the organizations. 

 Assess the enjoyment of ESC rights in the village, focusing on the right to food, 

health, housing and education. 
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Follow-up Support Requested from the Organizers 

 Provide inputs on education materials on ESCR prepared by the participants. 

 Provide resource materials on ESCR framework in easy language. 

 Help in creating a network with other organizations working on ESCR issues in 

Bangladesh. 

  Organize more workshops, trainings, seminars on:  

 International human rights norms and standards. 

 Report writing. 

 How to strategically work with UN human rights mechanisms and experience sharing 

of organizations in other countries who have achieved success from engaging with the 

international mechanisms.  

 Strategies for monitoring and assessing ESC rights. 

 Advocacy strategies on ESCR issues. 
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Annexure 1: Contact Details of Participants, Resource Persons and 
Organizers 

 

Participants 

Azizul Sarder  
Senior Gender Trainer 
Gender Justice & Diversity, BRAC  
 (11th Floor), BRAC Center, 75 Mohakhali, Dhaka-1212 
Telephone: +88029881265 
Fax: +88028823542 
Mobile: 01714091493, 01716489131 
Email: aziz.s@brac.net; azizsarder@gmail.com; info@brac.net 
Website: www.brac.net  
 
Binodan Tripura 
Program coordinator  
Zabarang Kalyan Samity  
Dighinala Road, Khagrapur, Khagrachhari Hill District. 
Telephone: 88 0371 61708 
Mobile: 01553103955; 01913929229 
Email: bntripura@gmail.com; info@zks-bd.org,           
Website: www.zks-bd.org 
 
Kohinoor Begum 
Rights and Governance Program  
Sabalamby Unnayan Samity (SUS)  
Shibgonj Road, Netrakona  
Telephone: +880951-61566  
Fax: +880951-61766  
Mobile: 01730325008 
Email: sabalambysus@yahoo.com 
Website: www.sabalamby.org 
 
Mahmuda Khatun 
Program Officer 
Naripokkho  
Rangs Nilu Square, Plot#1,3,5, House#75, Road#5A, Satmasjid Road, Dhanmondi R/A, 
Dhaka-1205  
Telephone: 8119917  
Mobile: 01715088208 
Email: mahmuda_munnibd@yahoo.com; naripokkho@mail.com 

mailto:azizsarder@gmail.com
mailto:bntripura@gmail.com
mailto:info@zks-bd.org
http://www.zks-bd.org/
mailto:sabalambysus@yahoo.com
http://www.sabalamby.org/
mailto:mahmuda_munnibd@yahoo.com
mailto:naripokkho@mail.com
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Momy Munjuri Chowdhury  
Senior Trainer 
Ain o Salish Kendra  
7/17, Block-B, Lalmatia, Dhaka-1207  
Telephone: 8802-8126134, 8126137 
Fax: 8802-8126045 
Email: momymc@gmail.com 
Website: www.askbd.org 
 
Mst. Lutfun Nahar Rakhi  
Senior Program Officer 
Darpan Samaj Unnayan Kendra  
House no. 100, “Baitul Aman”, (3rd floor), Bagichagoan, Comilla   
Telephone: 081-69151  
Mobile: 01713-185516  
Email: darpanbd@yahoo.com  
 
Rafique Ahamed Sherajee  
Assistant Program Coordinator 
Association for Land Reform and Development (ALRD) 
10/11, Iqbal Road, Mohammadpur, Dhaka-1207 
Telephone: 9114660, 8142031 
Fax: 8141810 
Mobile: 01711460661 
Email: rafikserajee@yahoo.com; alrd@agni.com 
Website: www.alrd.org 
 
Rajasree Gain 
Deputy Program Manager 
Campaign for Popular Education (CAMPE) 
5/14 Humayun Road, Mohammadpur, Dhaka-1207 
Telephone: 880-2-8155031-2 
 Fax: 880-2-8118342  
Mobile: 01714110526 
Email: rajasree@campebd.org; info@campebd.org  
Website: www.campebd.org 
 
Rito Mahfuza  
Researcher  
Bangladesh Legal Aid and Services Trust (BLAST)  
YMCA Development Center (3rd Floor), 1/1, Pioneer Road, Dhaka-1000  
Telephone: +8802-8313689, 9349125 
Fax: 880-2-9347107 
Email: mail@blast.org.bd; Website: www.blast.org.bd  

mailto:momymc@gmail.com
http://www.askbd.org/
mailto:darpanbd@yahoo.com
mailto:rafikserajee@yahoo.com
mailto:alrd@agni.com
http://www.alrd.org/
mailto:rajasree@campebd.org
mailto:info@campebd.org
http://www.campebd.org/
mailto:mail@blast.org.bd
http://www.blast.org.bd/
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Rokibul Hasan  
Direct Services to Children Specialist 
Protection of Children at Risk (PCAR) Project  
DSS – Ministry of Social Welfare 
National Social Services Academy (3rd Floor)  
E-8/B-1, Agargaon, Dhaka-1209   
Telephone: 88-02-8124092  
Email: hasanrokibul@yahoo.com 
 
Samiul Alam Sarkar 
Staff Lawyer 
Ain o Salish Kendra  
7/17, Block-B, Lalmatia, Dhaka-1207  
Telephone: 8802-8126134, 8126137 
Fax: 8802-8126045 
Mobile: +8801726945381 
Email: samiulsarkar@gmail.com 
Website: www.askbd.org 
 
Selina Akhtar  
Senior Staff Lawyer 
Ain o Salish Kendra  
7/17, Block-B, Lalmatia, Dhaka-1207  
Telephone: 8802-8126134, 8126137 
Fax: 8802-8126045 
Mobile: 01715089573 
Email: shelley_39@yahoo.com; ask@citechco.net  
Website: www.askbd.org 
 
Md. Sohel Rana Khondoker 
Project Officer 
Gana Unnayan Kendra (GUK) 
Nashratpur, Gaibandha, Postbox No: 14.  
Telephone: 0541-89042 
Fax: 054189042 
Mobile: 01713484600 
Email: lucky.guk@gmail.com; guk.gaibandha@gmail.com 
Website: www.guk.org.bd 
 

 
 
 
 

mailto:hasanrokibul@yahoo.com
mailto:samiulsarkar@gmail.com
http://www.askbd.org/
mailto:shelley_39@yahoo.com
mailto:ask@citechco.net
http://www.askbd.org/
mailto:lucky.guk@gmail.com
http://www.guk.org.bd/
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Susmita Paik  
Assistant Director 
National Human Rights Commission  
8 Shahid Sangbadik Selina Parvin Sarak,Boro Maghbazar Dhaka—1217  
Telephone: 8331386  
Fax: 8333219  
Mobile: 01716490152   
Email: paiksusmita@gmail.com; info@nhrc.org.bd  
Website: www.nhrc.org.bd 

 

Resource Persons 

Advocate Sultana Kamal 
Executive Director 
Ain o Salish Kendra 
7/17, Block-B, Lalmatia, Dhaka-1207  
Telephone: 8802-8126134, 8126137 
Fax: 8802-8126045 
Mobile: 01715089573 
Email: ask@citechco.net  
Website: www.askbd.org 
 
Professor M. M. Akash  
Economist   
Department of Economics, University of Dhaka 
Address: Nil Digonto Appartment, Segunbagicha, Dhaka, Bangladesh   
Mobile: +8801711847650  
Email:  akash92@hotmail.com 
 
Dr. Mizanur Rahman 
Chairman 
National Human Rights Commission, Bangladesh  
GulFeshan Plaza (11th Floor), 8,Sohid Sangbadik Saleena Parvin Sorok, Mogbazar 
Dhaka-1217, Bangladesh   
Telephone: 88-02-831492; 88-02-9335513 
Fax: 88-02-8333219 
Email: nhrc.bd@gmail.com 
 
Sayeed Ahmad  
Expert (Public Information and Training)  
National Human Rights Commission, Capacity Development Project  
GulFeshan Plaza (11th Floor)  
8, Sohid Sangbadik Saleena Parvin Sorok, Mogbazar  

mailto:paiksusmita@gmail.com
mailto:info@nhrc.org.bd
http://www.nhrc.org.bd/
mailto:ask@citechco.net
http://www.askbd.org/
mailto:akash92@hotmail.com
mailto:nhrc.bd@gmail.com
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Dhaka-1217, Bangladesh   
Mobile: +8801755521814  
Email: sayeed_bangla@yahoo.com 
 
 

Organizers 

Afsana Chowdhury (Emi) 

AIHR-Fredskorpset Fellow 

Email:emony04@gmail.com 

Mobile: +8801915721430 

 

Tanvia Roselin Sultana  

Senior Trainer  

Ain o Salish Kendra  

Mobile:+8801552203626 

Email: sultanatanvi123@yahoo.com 

Website: www.askbd.org 

 
Md. Zahirul Islam 
Human Rights Officer 
United Nations Mission in Sudan  
Email: shomaj@gmail.com 
 
Kalpalata Dutta 
Director 
Asian Institute for Human Rights 
Mobile: +66 89 774 0740 
Email: kalpalatad@gmail.com, kalpalata@aihr.info 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:sultanatanvi123@yahoo.com
http://www.askbd.org/
mailto:shomaj@gmail.com
mailto:kalpalatad@gmail.com
mailto:kalpalata@aihr.info
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Annexure 2: Evaluation 

The participants assessed the different sessions on a scale of 1 (bad) to 5 (good). The guiding 

question was whether the session was able to satisfy their learning objectives. The responses 

were tabulated and are presented below. The table shows the number of participants who 

gave the different ratings.  

 1 

(-) 

2 3 4 5 

(+) 

Reviewing the fundamentals of human rights   2 3 

 

 

7 
Understanding the Rights    3 9 
Reviewing State Obligations   2 4 6 
Development Policies in Bangladesh  1 2 5 4 
Use of Indicators and Benchmarks    2 3 7 

Reviewing Policies – food, health, housing, education 

Educat 

  2 6 4 
Fact Finding and Reporting  1 3 3 5 

Field Work   5 3 4 
Mechanisms for measuring rights   2 6 4 

 

Did the workshop fulfill the expectations of the participants? 

 Not fully 

 Moderate/mostly (2) 

 Yes (5) 

 Enriched more than expectation 

 Some content in the workshop needs more time to understand 

 Expectations were fulfilled, but for better understanding more study at the 

individual level is needed.  

 

Suggestions for improving the program:  

 Time schedule should be increased (2). 

 Include screenings of films on human rights issues. 

 Need more preparation time before participants go for the fact-finding mission. 

 Need more session on report writing. 

 Need more sessions on indicators and benchmarks. 

 Need more sessions on how to strategically work with UN human rights 
mechanisms.  

 Need more sessions on advocacy. 
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What is your overall assessment of the work of the facilitating team?  What were the 
strengths and weaknesses of the team?   

 No weakness founded (10) 

 Strengths: 
- Facilitation skills (3) 
- Illustrating with examples, good knowledge of the subject (3) 
- Participatory, positive team approach, friendly. 

  
What do you think of the organizational aspects (advance information, documentation, 
materials, etc.)? 

 Everything is ok (2) 

 Moderate 

 Very admirable, useful and update (3) 

 Very much informative and it will be helpful for organization (2) 

 Very effective and adaptable 

 Materials will helpful to incorporate ESCR into our existing program 
 

What do you think of the local arrangements (accommodation, meals, computer facilities, 
etc.)? 

 Good (5) 

 Excellent (2) 

 Very good. (2) 

 It will be better if the venue would be change in the second phase 

 Accommodation and meals are alright  

 Computer facilities are not adequate (3) 

 Very fine and well decorated 
 

Other comments and suggestions 

 Effective training 

 Good organizer 

 Skilled facilitators 

 ‘Excellent team, you know how to involve groups to session, please go ahead’. 

 Follow up action and regular communication needed to amongst the facilitators and 
participants 

 I want to work with economic social and cultural rights, so this training will  help me to 
do the work 
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